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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A method for providing a proxy service in a computer 
network, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a request to access a devic e from a client, 

(b) detennining-tke^a path to the device, 

(c) ascertaining what firewall rules exist for that given path,-afld 

(d) redirecting the client to the appropriate proxy, if any is needed, for that path* 
by sending a redirect message to the client which informs the client of the address to 
which to request itselfc and? 

(e) enabling the request received bv the client to communicate with the device. 

2. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the ascertaining step comprises the step of 
using a network inventory to describe the devices that are to be considered by the proxy. 

3. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the ascertaining step 
comprises the step of using device attributes apart from-Aea native device IP address to 
select the device. 

4. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the ascertaining step comprises the step of 
using an inventory of devices to distinguish devices that have IP numbering or network 
conflicts. 
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5. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the ascertaining step 
comprises the step of using physical topology information to determine^** location of-a 
the device. 

6. (Original): The method of claim 1 wherein the ascertaining step comprises the step of 
using physical topology information to determine and discriminate between non-routable 
networks with conflicting address information. 

7. (Cancelled): Th e method of claim 1 whoroiu the ascertaining step oompriacg tho 
otop of using physical topology information to dotoimino and discriminat e between nonr 
routablc networks with conflicting addres s information ? 

8. (Original): The method of claim 1 further including propagating path information to 
proxies. 

9. (Original): The method of claim 1 further including authenticating for the client. 

10. (Original): Hie method of claim 1 further including authenticating between proxies* 

1 1 . (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including informing the 
remote proxy server of-the _a client address. 

12. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including informing-&e_a 
remote proxy server of the destination address. 

13. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including determining^ _a 
remaining path to be traversed for a given proxy. 
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14. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including a means of making 
proxy paths recursive. 

15. (Original): The method of claim 1 further including creating a communications 
channel between proxies. 

1 6. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including having an HTTP 
protocol request go from the client to-tfae_a destination. 

17. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including having an HTTP 
protocol response go from4he_a destination to the client 

1 8. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 wherein when-thea service is 
performed, appear to-fee _a destination as coming from the source. 

1 9. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 6 further including maintaining 
authentication between client and proxy after-fee _an HTTP request has_been completed. 

20. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 7 further including maintaining 
authentication between proxies after-&e an HTTP request ha s been completed, 

2 1 . (Cancelled): Tho method of oloim 1 further including cro atiag-a 
ee fflmunications charm el- between ptoxico. 

22. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including having a TCP 
request go from the client to-£he_a destination. 

23 . (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 further including having a TCP 
response go fronHbe jl destination to the client. 
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24. (Currently Amended) : The method of claim 1 wherein when the service is 
performed, appear to-feea destination as coming from the source. 

25. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 22 further including maintaining 
authentication between client and proxy after-&e_a TCP request ha s been completed. 

26. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 23 further including maintaining 
authentication between proxies after-&e.a TCP request has been completed. 
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